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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

"Personalized EPG using User Preference Metadata" (Akkaya et al., Features No. 6, 

Spring 2001) in view of TV gets Personal (Oliphant et al., September 2001). 

Claim 1, Akkaya discloses a data structure stored on computer readable 

media (metadata is a database independent and is stored at local receiver; page 2, 

Fig. 1). 

As to "the data structure comprising: one or more data tags; one or more 
electronic program guide action tags, each electronic program guide action tag used 
to define a valid electronic program guide feature that may be accessed." 
"Personalized EPG uiing User Preference Metadata" Akkaya discloses on the basis 
of TV-anytime system and other standardizations on metadata, a consumer able to 
create or personalized his/her data structure of an EPG using his/her preference for 
choosing which content (i.e., type of commercials or TV programs), he wants from a 
variety of sources (service /content providers), but also from whom he obtains it, and 
on what terms (see page 2-3; page 10, sect. 3.2 and page 12, sect. 3.4). In doing 
so, Akkaya further discloses this data structure is done by standard XML schema 
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languages for implementation, as shown in Fig. 2 with its XMLbase Attribute that 
includes data tags, program guide action tags, each electronic program guide action 
tag used to define a valid electronic program guide feature that may be accessed. 

Akkaya further discloses each data tag, according to XMLbase Attribute, 
used to provide information regarding a broadcast advertisement; the data structure 
operative to provide a link between the broadcast advertisement, and an electronic 
program guide to provide access to electronic program guide features defined by the 
electronic program guide action tags from within the broadcast advertisement and 
each electronic program guide action tag used to define a valid electronic program 
guide feature that may be accessed from within the broadcast advertisement (page 
3, section b "hierarchical preference" and "Hard/soft filtering"). 

Oliphant discloses each data tag used to provide information regarding a 
broadcast advertisement; the data structure operative to provide a link between the 
broadcast advertisement, and an electronic program guide to provide access to 
electronic program guide features defined by the electronic program guide action 
tags from within the broadcast advertisement and each electronic program guide 
action tag used to define a valid electronic program guide feature that may be 
accessed from within the broadcast advertisement (Fig. 2-4; page 12). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Akkaya with Oliphant, so to provide to users a tool to become 
their own TV boss to picks programs/commercials to suit their tastes. Moreover, 
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they can always be certain there is something worth watching and never again need 
users be trapped by the taste of channel controllers and schedulers (page 13). 

Claim 2, as to "wherein the data structure is formatted for broadcast in 
combination with the broadcast advertisement to one or more set top terminals", this 
limitation is inherently met by Akkaya, see Fig. 1 , page 2. 

Claim 3, limitation "wherein each of the one or more electronic program guide 
action tags are marked by an opening and a closing tag, the opening and closing tag 
operative to define a data type for each of the one or more electronic programming 
action tags" is inherently met by the well known "standard XML schema languages" 
disclosed by Akkaya as discussed in claim 1 . 

Claim 4, " wherein the opening and closing tag enclose the valid electronic 
program guide feature in order to delimit the valid electronic program guide feature 
from another valid electronic program guide feature." Is further met by Akkaya 
because it is an inherently well-known feature of the standard XMLbase Attribute, 
as discussed in claim 1 . 

Claim 5, Akkaya further discloses wherein the valid electronic program guide 
feature comprises an electronic program guide action parameter of a data type 
corresponding to the opening and closing tag (see Fig. 2, page 2). 
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Claim 6, "wherein the electronic program guide action parameter comprises a 
location to store the broadcast advertisement" is met by Akkaya because Akkaya 
suggest that desired content (i.e., interested broadcast advertisement) to be 
recorded on the permanent or removable storage; Fig. 1 pages 2-3; 

Claim 7, "wherein the electronic program guide action parameter comprises a 
local location to store the broadcast advertisement" is met by Akkaya because 
Akkaya suggest that desired content (i.e., interested broadcast advertisement) to be 
recorded locally on the receiver on the permanent or removable storage; Fig. 1 
pages 2-3. 

Claim 8, "wherein the electronic program guide action parameter comprises a 
remote location to store the broadcast advertisement" is further met by Akkaya 
because broadcast advertisement is downloaded/broadcasted from the "Providers" 
see Fig. 1 page 1-3. 

Claim 17, "wherein the one or more data tags comprises a unique 
advertisement identifier" is further met by Akkaya because Akkaya's advertisement 
must have a unique identifier so that user could program his/her system to 
personalize his/her commercial preferences, as suggested (page 3). 
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Claim 18, "wherein the identifier comprises a key to locate additional program 
information from a set of guide data" is further met by Akkaya, For example, if the 
user interested in golf, thus "golf is a key for the system to located additional 
program information from the set of received guide data (page 3, section b). 

Claim 19, "wherein the one or more data tags comprises a unique product 
identifier" is further met by Akkaya because Akkaya shows still images in Fig. 2 to 
represent a unique product identifier. 

Claim 20 wherein the identifier composes a key (i.e., specific "still 
image'Vicon) to locate additional program information from a set of guide data is 
further met by Akkaya because specific "still image'Vicon of Fig 2 is a key that 
corresponds to a program that contain additional program information from a 
program set, page 2. 

2. Claims 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

"Personalized EPG using User Preference Metadata" (Akkaya et al., Features No. 6, 
Spring 2001) in view of TV gets Personal (Oliphant etal., September 2001) and 
further in view of Brown et al. (US 6678733). 

Claims 9_5-12, Akkaya in view of Oliphant do not clearly disclose wherein 
the electronic program guide action parameter comprises pay-per-view purchase 
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information, information to set a future reminder for a program, a network address 
wherein the network address is an Internet address. 

Brown discloses wherein the electronic program guide action parameter 
comprises pay-per-view purchase information (Col. 18, lines 30-50), information to 
set a future reminder for a program (Col. 23, lines 5-30), a network address (Col. 15, 
lines 60-CoL 16, lines 10) wherein the network address is an Internet address (Col. 
5, lines 15-20). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify Akkaya and Oliphant with Brown so 
to provide to user a wide variety of access resources and service on the network. 

Claims 13-16, Akkaya in view of Oliphant do not clearly disclose wherein 
the one or more data tags comprises pay-per-view information; wherein the pay-per- 
view information comprises program date information, program time information and 
program Channel information. 

Brown discloses an electronic program guide action parameter (data tag) 
comprises pay-per-view information, wherein the pay-per-view information 
comprises program date information, program time information and program 
Channel information (Col. 18, lines 30-50). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Akkaya 
and Oliphant with Brown so to provide to user enough detail of information regarding 
a PPV program. 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai Tran whose telephone number is 703-308-7372. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher C. Grant can be reached on 703-305-4755. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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